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| College Gardens, Redbridge, Ilford, Essex IG4 5HW | T: 020 8551 7429 | 

Friday 7th May 2021  

Dear Families, 

I hope you are all well and keeping safe still. 

This week has been a strange one for us as it has been truncated by the Bank holiday and the local 

elections taking place on Monday and Thursday. However, despite this we continue to plough on and I 

am delighted to update you on the following school developments: 

Gap closure and Interventions: 

Following on from the assessments and data analysis and the parent consultations we have conducted, 

the gap closure intervention groups have begun in all year groups now and are being well received by 

the children who are attending these. The children are keen to do well as are the teachers who are 

delivering the programmes. The focus is firmly placed on the areas that were identified as gaps from test 

analysis in English and Maths in all year groups. These intervention groups will be reviewed and 

evaluated on a six-week basis going forward. We are tracking all children’s progress in the school 

following the whole school closure but we are placing a specific tracking lens on the children who are 

attending these groups to ensure that we can recover the learning that may have been lost. Your child’s 

class teacher should have shared with you during the recent Parent Teacher Consultations as to whether 

your child will be targeted as part of this programme. If you missed your appointment for whatever 

reason, please do speak to the teacher so we can make the arrangements for you to have this very 

important meeting. 

Parental engagement videos: 

We did promise some time ago that we would be using the increased technology at our disposal at the 

school to post up informative videos to support parents in helping their children at home with 

curriculum areas such as Reading, Phonics, Maths and Science. I am delighted to report that this week 

teachers have been asked to work on producing these for their year groups. I am hopeful that these will 

be going up onto our website shortly. Of course, once they are up there we will be informing you so you 

can pick and choose which ones are most suitable for your children.  

Eid celebrations: 

By now you will have received the letter from Ms Panzu and Ms Khaleeq regarding the exciting plans to 

celebrate Eid this year as a whole school at Redbridge and I am very much looking forward to this, as I 

hope you are too. It is a chance to recognise an important event in the Islamic calendar and is part of our 

ongoing efforts to celebrate the different religions, cultures and people that make up our wonderful 

school community. 
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After school clubs and enrichment: 

Following on from the very successful football club which has been running this half term, we will be 

speaking to the Foundation Football company to discuss offering different sports activity clubs after half 

term, so please look out for this letter which will be advertising these and if you are interested be quick to 

respond as these will be very popular.  Our after-school clubs have to be restricted to outdoor pursuits for 

the time being but we hope to offer a wider range of activities again after the summer. 

Ongoing Key Stage 2 playground improvements: 

I am delighted with the progress we have made on this so far and this has been largely due to the donations 

you consistently make to our fundraising efforts so thank you for this. I am expecting further work to take 

place on this during the next half term and by the end of the summer term the playground should be looking 

much more like a playground that is fit for our children to play and relax in. The longer-term plan of course is 

to completely revamp the actual play space itself and by next Christmas it will definitely be a much more 

interactive and stimulating area for the children to enjoy. Please continue to help us with this as the children 

are definitely benefitting from your kindness and contributions. 

Fundraising for the Covid-19 Crisis in India: 

I am delighted to inform you that, as a result of your generosity last week, we will be making a transfer of 

£1000 (£985 from donations, final £15 topped up by the school) to this cause.Finally, I would like to wish you 

all a peaceful and happy weekend with your families and whatever you are doing please stay safe and well. 

All my very best wishes, Steve Davies (Head Teacher) 


